
Pastor’s page: The Stories of God at Christmas and Our Story 

      Our Catholic faith has great staying power. I believe that that is because of the great 
stories of God’s actions on behalf of human beings throughout history. God has been 
relentless in pursuing us; trying to draw us into the mystery of God’s love, and hoping for 
our response in caring deeply for others and for the world that we inhabit.  

      The book of Genesis makes clear, that because of misuse of the human freedom God has 
bestowed upon us, we have managed things very badly. In God’s efforts to bring us into the 
truth and the light, the creator of the universe has sent prophets, holy men and sages to 
bring us back on course. These voices from God have been ignored, reviled and persecuted. 
At times they have been heard, but then there message has been quickly forgotten as 
human beings continued the misuse of their freedom and turned to immorality and 
idolatry.  

      At Christmas we celebrate God’s breaking into our world. We had ignored previous 
messages from the Lord. This time the all merciful God sends his very self - the One we 
have come to know as the second person of the Trinity, Jesus Christ. Love drives God to 
enter into the human journey from the inside, becoming one of us in all things except sin. 
This final envoy will be rejected and crucified. But Lord will not be outdone in his 
compassionate care and mercy for us. He does not abandon us, but instead raises the Son 
Jesus from the dead. We have received from him, the Risen One, the Holy Spirit to 
continue the redemptive, saving work of Christ the light of the world.  The darkness of sin 
and death have been shattered by the Light.  

“By this we know that we abide in him and He in us, because he has given us of his Spirit… 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God lives in them… There is no 
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us… “Those who say, 
“I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother 
or sister who may have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.” (1 John 4. 17ff.) 

      During this Christmas season which extends from Christmas Day itself, through the 
feast of the Epiphany (the manifestation of the newborn Messiah to the Gentile world 
through the Magi, a word for astrologer), to the final revelation of Jesus Christ in his 
baptism at the Jordan River by John, we are celebrating God’s saving action on our behalf. 
In our meditation on the incarnation during these weeks of Christmas prayer, we drink 
deeply of the mystery of God’s love and mercy. The implications are enormous.  

      How will we treat one another, and the world in which we live? If we have become 
sharers in the divine life of God through our own baptism and immersion into his life-
giving death and resurrection; if we have been clothed with the very glory of God, how 
shall we respect and reverence ourselves, and every other person on the planet? “Beloved, 



let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.” (1 John 4:7) 

      From the very beginning of creation God made the human race in his image and 
likeness. In the divine image he created us, male and female. In sending his only Son to 
suffer, die and be raised for us, the Lord God has made it clear that human beings and the 
entire universe are now filled with God’s glory. 

“The incarnation (Christmas) does not mean that God saves us from the pains of this life. It 
means that God-is-with-us. For the Christian, just as for everyone else, there will be cold, 
lonely seasons, seasons of sickness, seasons of frustration, and a season within which we will 
die. 

Christmas does not give us a ladder to climb out of the human condition. It gives us a drill that 
lets us burrow into the heart of everything that is and, there, find it shimmering with divinity.” 
(Cardinal Avery Dulles) 

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year 2016!       Peace, Father Bruce  

 

 

 


